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fect, and his providence is directed by perfect 
wiſdom and goodneſs. I herefore all that he 
does, or permits to take place, is, conſidered as a 
Ae en of providence, perfectly wiſe, juſt — — 
good. The Judge of all the earth will and muſt | 
do right. He cannot err. This under. the. great- : 
eſt afflictions is a moſt eee and 1 
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lame happy tendency. As was obſerved under the 
f Preceding particular, the Judge of all the earth 
cannot do otherwiſe than right; therefore he 
requires nothing which is not right and reaſona- 


ble. This requirement is not only authoritative | 


and in that view muſt be complied with; but we 
1 to comply with it, in conſideration of the rea 
1lonableneſs and fitneſs of it: ſo that in inſtances 
of afflition whichare the moſt: dark and myſteri- 
ous, we may implicitly. believe that ſubmiſſion and 
and acquieſce nce are no more than our realona - 


ble ſer vice, ſince God requires them. This con- 
ſideration tends to ſtrengthen againſt impatience FEES 
and mummuring, and hs an e in ma 1856 ton 
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ſyſtem, is alfo ſupporting a Renngitonding to 
every. pious and benevolent mind. Ihe declar- 
ative glory of God and the good of the created 
ſyſtem mutually imply each other and are one 
and the ſame thing. When good is promoted in 
the creation, God is glorified; and when God is 
glorified, Good is promoted in the creation. But 
the greateſt good of the created ſyſtem no more 
_ implies the happineſs/of | every individual, than 
the greateſt good of the RAN e the e 
neſs ol every citizen. 
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And as it was the or def ign of God to . 
riſy himſelf and to promote the happineſs of the 
creation, to the higheſt poſlible degree; ſo he hath 
cholen a plan or lyſtem| of the univerſe, of all 
others in the belt poflible manner adapted to 
theſe ends. To imagine the contrary, would be 
an impeachment of his gqodneſs, and would im- 
ply that he was, by ſome principle oppoſed to good 
neſs; kept batk from. communicating that good, 
which he could eaſily. 1 communicated. 


I . it de ern objected, that on the ſupx po- 
ſition, that God has adopted the beſt pollible x 44 
of the univerſe, he hath exhauſted his own infinite 
goodneſs; which it is ſaid, is an abſurdity, becauſe : 
infinite. goodnels is by the terms inexhauſtible,-- 
Hut is infinite goodneſs any more inexhauſtible, 
than any attribute of God? All his attributes are 
equally infinite, as his goodnels; for inſtance his 
truth or his wiſdom. Vet it will not be denied, - 
that he exhauſts his truth in all his communicati- | 
ons with his creatures, and j Pegs as ul as it is 


polige tou him to 3 or that he exhauſts his 
wiſdom in all his conduR, and acts as wilely as it 
is pollible he thould act. Therefore there is no 


ablurdity in ſuppoſing, that God acted as wile- 


ly as it is poſſible he ſhould act, in chooling this 
particular ſyſtem of the univerſe, and that he 
exhauſted his infinite wiſdom. in this, as well 


as in every other inſtance of his conduct. But 
bow, could he have acted in the wiſeſt poſlible 


 matiner if he did not chooſe the beſt poſlibleſyſtem? _ 


Does wiſdom ever dictate any thing inconſiſtent 
with goodnels ?. or are infinite wiſdom and inſi- 


nite 'govgiels ee to each other 5 


II thes ſykem hel God bath. in fact . . 
ed be the wiſeſt and beſt poſſible, doubtleſs every 
part and every event in this ſyſtem is in the belt,” 
manner calculated to fubfer ve the ends of infinite _ 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Not that all things and 
events have this tendency in their own nature. 
No, many of them have a diametrically oppoſite 
tendency. Still under the overruling hand of 
God they' are made to o Iubſerve the beſt N 1 
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"This ow is one 1 i which the Chriſti: 


an has under all his atflictions, Though he ſuffers, 17 | | 
he ſuffers not in vain, His. ſufferings anſwer _ 


moſt important and benevolent purpoſes, God 
is thereby clorified and the happinels of the cre- 
ation is promoted. And nothing can be more 


comſorting and tupporting than 408 to Ber X 2 


benevolent ſoul, 
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4. The bonſ derten that our Miions will, un- 
= x 16 we miſimprove them, ſubſerve our own per- 
ſonal good too, is of the ſame ſtrengthening ten- 
dency. If we improve our afflictions aright, we 
ſhall be humbled under them, ſhall repent of our 
fins, which are the procuring caule of all divine - 
chaſtiſements, and ſhall give glory to God. And 
if we do thus, it will prove, that we are reconcil-. 
ed to God and are of thoſe who love God. 
But we know that all things work together for 
good to them that Jove- God: Therefore their 
nufflictions, as they reſpect them perſonally, are not 
in vain. Their preſent light afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, work out for them a far more Y 
exceeding and eternal \veight of glory. „„ 
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1s this: view, how can they, even from regard 
to their own perfonal intereſt, wiſh their affliti- 
ons had not come upo them? Would they with 
their final happineſs o be diminiſhed? Would 
they wiſh their own be intereſt tobe i in a leſs de- 
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Beſide thefe pra) ee concerning 
all afflictions, there are particular conſiderations 
adapted to ſupport” under particular aflictions : 
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10 Under Serlbaat affictions. If we be Viſited 
with fieknels, God.is able to heal us, and he will, 
Tit be belt; if it be moſt for his glory, and our 
ood. Do we meet with loſſes? God whÄ. gave 
us all we have or ever have had, has a perfect 
: right to take it all from us, and at ſuch time and 

in ſuch manner as he : pleaſes, And if God de- 
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prive 1 us of Mc good. has ſtill he has 
provided for us eternal good things, even 
durable riches and righteouſneſs: he offers theſe 5 
to us, freely, without money and without price. 
Though we ſuffer ſhame and obJoquy here, we 
may inherit divine honors hereafter; we may be 
made Kings : and Prieſts unto God, and inherit a 
crown of glory which ſhall not fade away. - 
Thougse loſe our preſent lives, we may ſe- 
cure eternal life, a life of cor Ree happineſs 
And inconceivable glory. e 3 
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1 5 ade pereavements he can more than make 5 
re the loſs by his ſpecial grace. Alſo he can 
raiſe up other friends who ſhall be equally bene- 
volent, as thoſe whom he hath takenaway. Or 
he can provide for us and protect us by his ſpeci- 
al providence. When father and mother for- 
ſake us, he can take us up; Pſalm, xxvii. -10. 
Heſtiles himſelf a father of the fatherleſs and a judge f 
\ "widows, He can take care of them in every fit- _ 
uation in life, and provide for them in all their 55 
variety of circumſtances; he can make even their 
loſſes to work together for their good: ſo that, 
while they are deprived of their deareſt and moſt: 
important friends and relatives, they may be 
made rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom. 
Thus all their afflictions may iſſue 1 in e un- 
Tpomkable gain. 


—_ 


= 


Such loſſes teach thoſe os are the ſubjects of 
them, to truſt not in the Creature, bat in the 
Creator. They tend to draw off their affections 
from ſublunary enjoyments and objects; to ſhew _ 


1 


h- them the vanity. of all 


ny other kind. For o 
this cale is more imme 


pes 1 "ER and A 
pendance on them; and to excite them to ſeek | 


another and a better portion.” Deprived of their 


parent, their friend, their guardian, they, have 
ſtrong motives ſet befor > them to ſeek a better 
friend, a more bountil ut benefactor, a more able 
ranken, and a Hicke, e ellen father ; g 


* „ oo 
by 


# 


Lhe: our. friends on n are moved | 
by death, it ſtrongly reminds us of our own death. 


When they are gone e eternal world, 


this naturally leads us. to think more of that 
world, and to realize that we. our ſelves, muſt. 
ſhortly go thither, and that therefore v we. > ought. 
e „ . „„ 
Ae When we are under public Fs 1 i ca - 
lamities, we ought to remember, that God Eels 
over nations as well as over individuals; that we 
may as ſafely leave aur national, as our private 
concerns with him; and that with reſpect to theſe 
and all other things we qught to make him LO 
refuge and our e 2 fa ” 


545 Under Stripe tro 5g our 1 to 
1 recourſe to God for help is, if polſible, ſtill 
greater, than when we are under troubles of a- 
dependance on him in 
iate and more manifeſt 
than in any other. Who but he can heal the 
broken ſpirit, can forgiye fins, can ſanctify the 
ſoul or can ſave from eternal perdition ? And 
he is abundantly and infinitely able and is ready _ 
to grant thele ſpiritual | and ineſtimable bleſſ= 
ings 
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| ings to thoſe who truly apply t to bim for them. e 


III. It was Prep to ſhow, i that he is Aa ao 


n help i in trouble. 


He is a immediately prefent's Un us both . 
Wie cannot eſcape from 


as ko time and place. 
his preſence. He therefore is always at hand to 


receive our applications, to hear our prayers, and 
This is certainly a very great 
Help at a very great diſtance either 
ol time or place is not to be compared to that 
Be fore it ſhall kde we e may 7 


t aftord us help. 
advantage. 


which is preſent. 
be Anale over whelmed 11 5 ruined, 


5 


Thus 1 have brlelly onde ed the EO 9 41 


i ſabjocts; which ſeemed naturally to ariſe from 
our text ; 


Lam now. to apply theſe general ob- 
ſervations to the preſent mournful occaſion. 


The preſent i is a time of trouble and affliction. _ 


The death of that eminent and excellent man, 
_ whoſe. remains are now to be laid in the duſt, is 
a lource of affliction in ſeveral reſpects; it is ſo 


to his family, to all his friends, to, the church of 


which he was a member, to this city, to the State. 


and to the United States; 


In this death they 
have all 5 lols. = | „„ 


F 7 


"That's we may rightly eſtimate this Jost, and 5 
be properly humbled under the divine chaſtiſe- 
ment, let us take a brief ſurvey of his life and 


; character. 


He was born at Newtown] in Maſſechuſetts, 
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April. 19. 1551. He was the ſon of Mr. Wil-- DO. 
liam Sherman, the ſon of Joſeph Sherman Ef. : 1 


the ſon of Capt John Sherman, who came from 
Dedham in England to atertown in Maflachu- 
ſetts, about the year 1635. He was not favored 
with a public education or even with a private 


tutor. His ſuperior i improvements arole from 


his ſuperior genius, from his thirſt for knowledge 
and. from his perſonal. exertions and inde- 
ſatigable induſtry in the purfuit of it.“ By 
theſe he attained to a very conſiderable ſhare ' 
of knowledge in general particularly in his own 
native language, in logic, geography, mathe- 
matics, the general pri ciples of philoſophy; hiſ- 
tory, theology and above all in law and politics. | 
Theſe laſt were his favorite ſtudies, and in theſe 
he excelled. If he in this manner attained te 


the ſame improvements and capacity of uleful- 
nels, to which others attain not without the 


greateſt advantages of education, how far would 
he have out ſtripped them, had he been favored 
with their advantages e | . 


lia, father died when he was but gien 
years old, and from hat time the care of his 


mother, who lived to a great age, and the edu- 


cation of a numerous family of brothers and fi . 
ters, were devolved on him. In this part of his 
{Fe filial Fk to a Pore tat 1 worn out by 


* Hence with bread prop iety the ook ſpeaking of the. 
declaration of independance by Congreſs, in which Mr. 5 
Sherman acted a diſtinguiſhed part, ſays, 
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- dex endant on him, appeared in an nu. ual, de- 

Tee... Though cramped in his own education, be 
alliſted by. advancements ok his Own. 1 
two of his e to a liberal educat's on. 1 


| Before he was twenty g one, 8 9 a e 
reaſon of rey which: he adorned thron gh . 
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"ns came to this” then ele of CS 
and ſettled at New- Milford in June 1 74 3. being 
then twenty two years of age; and at the age of 
twenty eight was married to Mils E lizabeth 
Hartwell ' of Stoughton. in Maſlachuſetts, by. 
| Whom he had ſeven children, two of whom di-d- 
_ young at New-milford, and two ſince he/refided_ 


in this town. His wife died in October. 1760. EY 
At New-milford, he was much relpected by his 
fellow citizens and much employed in public bu- 
ſineſs. In 1 ACE. within two years of his remo- | 


val into the Colony, and when he was of the age 


of twenty ſour, he was appointed a ſurveyor of. 
lands for the County i in which he-reſided; which 


is a proof of his early improvement in mathemat. 5 


. ical ONIONS. #9. e "nt # 4 . 


| Although be” wag not eden; A lawyer, . 
by his abilities and application he had acquired 
ſuch knowledge in the law, and ſucha reputat on 


as a counſellor, that he was perſuaded by his 
friends to come forward to the bar, and WAS, age" 1 
cprdingly admitted an attorney at law, in de- 255 . 55 i 


her 1 7 54. Abe ß next year he was e 
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le the Ws” with repu- 


. till May 1759, when he was appointed . 
juſtice of the Court of « common pleas. for the | 


| nyc. 8 4 . 


He remeved to this tc wn in the year 1561. 
 Haviogtott his wife, as was before obſerved, ne 
was in May 1763, married to Miſs Rebecca 

g Preſcot of Danvers in Maſſachuſetts, by whom 
=P had e ren, 1 | ven of whom are nom 
| living. - | 
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Ade his Ul to his tows; 112 was de | 
a juſtice of the peace for the county of New-Ha- = 
ven, frequently repreſented the town in the Le- 
giſlature, and in 176 5. Was appointed one of the 
juſtices of the Court of common pleas for this 
county. He was for many years the treaſurer 
of the College i in this City, and received an 8 
1 red of Maſte r For Arts. 


In I 566 he was py the voice of the 1 

of the Colony at large, choſen an Aſſiſtant, and. 
in the ſame year was appointed a judge of the 
Superior Court. This laſt office he ſuſtained. 
for twenty three years, nd the office of an Aſſiſt. | 
ant for nineteen years; after which the law was 

; enacted en the | jo offices incompatible © 
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till his death, whenever. the law 8 a TW 
tation in the repreſentation MOOR it. 1 


| - be reviſed and amended; and Mr. Sher 
man was. one of a committee of two, to whom 


05 approbation b Hh FE, 5 . 
1 "Ty 1787 he was 1 by it 8155 . 5 


federal conſtitution of the United States; and he 
acted a conſpicuous part in that buſineſs.” In the 


| 5 e of it by this State. e 1 


the conſtitution, he was elected a repreſentative 
of the State in Congreſs. As this office was inn 
compatible with the office of a Judge, he then or 
reſigned the latter and ſuſtained the former til! 
| oy TOW I 7 91, . at which time a Denon for 1 0 


He wa a dey of the Gs 4050 4 171 1 774 


| % "i was preſent and figned the glorious act of In- FRY 5 25 
dependance in 1776 and invariably continued 


a member of Congreſs, from the firſt. Congreſs | 


73 1275 


In 455 Une 7 tha: war is was a t 
the Governor 8 Council of SOR of this State. 
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About the colt of the late wart the 1 
"of this State reſolved; that the laws of the State - 


this ſervice was aſſi era their Procedings ng 


er, . : Luous s ſervice v with great | 


t 99 


egate to the General Convention to form the 


convention of this State to deliberate concerning 
that conſtitution, he had great influence toward 


On the . Adis and ratification Ne „ 
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Sate Wendt in the Seijate of the Unite stakes be 5 


he was elected to fill it; 3 and! in ne office BE con- 
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: tinued till his ont. Hye; VVV IR 155 


; 
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Od repeating ita: trade ike hiſtory of * 

| eminent and excellent man, it is worthy of re- 
mark, that though he ſuſtained' ſo many different 

 oftices in civil Government, to all which he was 
promoted by the free election of his fellow-citi- 


Zens, and in moſt of which he could not, without 
a new election, continue longer than a year; 
E in the reſt, except one, be could not, without a 
new election, continue Bader than two, three or 
four years; and although for all theſe offices tte” 
were, as tiere always are in popular Govern- 
"ments, many competite rs at every election: yet 


our deceaſed frierd wag never removed from a- |, 
ny one of them, but by promotion or by act of le 


gülature requiring a rotation, or rendering the 
offices incompatible with each other. Nor with 
the reſtriction juſt me tioned, did he ever loſe 


his election to any offi e, to which he had been 


once elected, excepting is election as a repreſen- 
| tative ofthe town in th Legiſlature of the State; 
which ,oftice we all know, is almoſt conſtantly 


ſmiltiog. This ſhows tb how great a degree and 


how invariably he poſſeſied the confidence of his 


fellow- citizens. They found by experience, 
that both his abilities nd his TN, e 


| their confidence. 


Beſide this brief hitbry, perhaps ſome further 
| account of Mr. ve repdly on this occaſion 
: Ws . 5 % Ti any 

1 nec not inform you, that his perſon Was tall, 
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5 uno eres and well eee une aud ni 


countenance agreeable and manly. His abilities 


„„ WEPE remarkable, not brilliant, but ſolid, pene- AD 
1 . Ras and ca pable of deep and long inveſtigati! 


; In ſuch inveltigation he was greatly allied 
55 1. patient and unremitting application and 


| perſeverance, ” While: others weary of a ſhort. 


attention to buſineſs, were relaxing themſelves 
in thoughtiefs inattention, or diſſipation, he was 
employed in proſecuting the ſame bufinels, either: 
by revolving it in his mind and ripening his own 
thoughts upp it, or in chu ring with others: | 


ap —ç 8 


bx ks PUTS blech He he hat” a ite for 1s 


ee improvement and did actualy improve 


himfelf in ſcience in general. He could with _ 


reputation to himſelf and improvement to others 


converſe on the moſt important ſubjects of the- 15 


; ology. _Fconfels myſelf to have been often en- 
tertained, and in the general courſe of my long 


and intimate acquaintance with him, to have been 


much improved by his obſervations on the prin- 


0 cipul lubjects of doctrinal and: PRO divinity. - 


But his proper live wes pies”! | For uſeful! | 
5 and excellence in this line, he was qualified 5 
not only by his acute diſcernment and ſound 

judgment, but eſpecially by his knowledge ot hu- 


man nature. He had a happy talent of judging 


What was feaſible and what was not feaſible, or : 
what men would bear, and what they would not 


bear in government. And he had a rare talent 


ol prudence, or of timing and adapting his me- 


ſures to the attainment of his end. By 


this talent, by his perſeverance and his indefati- e 
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. not aſhamed to befr iend it, 


able” n togethe r with his 3 oh.” 
"Tente and known integr ity, he ſeldom failed of - 
carry ing any point in go) ernment which he un- 
dertook and which he eſteemed important to the 
public good. His abiliti 28 and ſucceſs as a poli- 
tician were ſueceſſwely p proved in the e 
of this State and in Congreſs; and his great and 
1 influence in bot! thoſe en has Os 
x hes 19 acl . „ 
17 455 Ei 
Gas} was always. indir rious, hem was. . dee 
ready to diſcharge the various duties of his vari- 5 8 
ous offices. In the diſcht arge of thoſe duties, as 
well as in the more private offices of friendſhip, 
be was 21 and might be cepended, „„ 
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That be was s generous! og ready. to communis. - is / 
, cate, I can teſtity from my on experience. He 
Was ready to bear his part ( f the-expence of caoſe 
deſigns, public and priv te, which he eſteemed” 
Din, and he ch wen 10 eee 


4. 


2 hen was a ren af religion, 7% he's was 
to appear openly on 
the Lord's ſide, or to avow and defend the pe- 55 
culiar doctrines of grace. He was exemplary | 
in attending all the inſtitutions, of the goſpel, in 
the practice of virtue in general and in mowing 
himſelf friendly to all good men. Therefore in 
bie death, virtue, religion and good men have? 
Yon the loſs. or a. _ 175 an able 2 N 
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d and of Few words, y et in converſation os 
matters of importance, he was free an 

' nicative, With all his elevation aud all his Hg 
\ ors, he was not at all litte, ut appe - 
> Ws unmoved. Pe 2 5 Ke 
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„500 ſhort, whether we conſider him in publ 
: or private life; whether we conſider him 26 
politician or a Chriſtian; * ne was a great and a 
good man? The words of David concerning | 
ner may with great truth | be appli 
caſion: Know ge not. tho 2 geit Tv 6 
 en'this day ef 
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0 i e ſuſtained ſo many and fo important | | e 
es, and to have uniformly ſuſtained „„ 
FF the with honor and A to have main - 15 e 


ion; to- have 55 an ernannt to Chritinbity „„ 
1 and to have died in a good old age, in the full 8 of 4.34 


NH poſſeſſion of all his honors, and of his powers both, |* 1 
| 5 of body and mind, is a very rare attainment, ank 
5 ver happy juncture of circumſtance. 5 „ 
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1 5 „ Prom this brief ſurvey of the 3 


' i our excellent friend, we ſee our 1% und bor 8 + ro 
} , great are the tokens of divine pictures. on = Rs. 
W Which we ſuſſer this day. The loſs is great to 


1 our whole country, „ the Unites TO for be 5 5 YM 


; 
= 
> 
\ 
& 
r 


2 2. AS x np 4 4 
ver 8 : 4 2 
8 4 * 
i 5 4 * A «th 2 * 32 
: 3 * 19 7 5 3 
LS I 4 fe 91 1 a4 23 
I 82 . . 2. 
. 2 
# EL » \ 8 8 "or 
N 7 ** 1 5 
8 5 RY VOL 


„ 
2 


* 


— 
* n A oo oO 2 F 
_ ET - in frog on a 3 
* 9 < WR 2 _ * — _ 
£> 2 , | 
4 
* 4 


3 FX 
* 
— - F 
4 


, 


* 
" ” 
Z 5 
1 
1 
* 


. I 2 5 72 bl 
ve n * 
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. to this State; at 


Ah he vas: the Hei 


ale A and | 
W of; all to his fa 
Vet there. Are st 1 
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let us make him, our e And our lirepgth, he þ 


is able to elp-v vs in all 


55 bake 0 7 0 of- 455 aj Seren of | this o_ [ 


his 4 "it may be 
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